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It’s all in the name of art, Officer: 

Poole Lit Fest Artist Caught ‘Defacing’ a London Post Box

The things we do for art! Nicola Anthony, a visual artist who has been commissioned to display a literary ‘word sculpture’ at Lighthouse for the Poole Literary Festival, was reported to police by locals who mistakenly thought they saw a youth painting a post box near their London abode one evening.
In fact the artist was making a plaster-of-Paris cast of the London post box. She explained to police on the scene, “the post box will go unharmed, I wrapped it in cling-film before I started and it’s all in the name of art”. Describing the project and promising to clean up afterwards, she persuaded the local constabulary she was not a threat, and they allowed her to continue: Even expressing their interest in the artwork and what has been dubbed the artist’s ‘inverse-Banksy’ technique - instead of creating artwork on public property, Nicola Anthony takes casts of public objects and sculptures to then recreate and reinterpret.

The London based artist is making a series of word sculptures which depict everyday objects sculpted out of their own stories: including a boisterous traffic cone, a ditzy red helium balloon and an uptight suitcase. The story of the personified post box has been laser cut into paper. “These ribbons of paper sentences were then used to sculpt the 3D form, so a cast of the original post box was key in getting details like the royal seal correct,” said the sculptor. “We knew it was a risk, but in the end although police turned up they were good humoured and intrigued.”
With a fascination for linguistics & semantics, the artist’s literary themes and use of materials such as laser cut words and reclaimed book text from damaged novels is a perfect fit for the literary festival. The artist hopes to challenge people to think about language in a different way – taking words off the page and using them in physical space.
Nicola Anthony is also running workshops for children and families during the festival, teaching children to make their own drawings and 3D objects out of words and poems. All are invited to join her on Saturday 30th Oct in the Lighthouse café area.

Nicola Anthony has had other public displays connected with Poole. Last year a wearable sculpture featured on Antony Gormley’s Trafalgar square plinth - adorning Sue Luminati, director of the Poole Literary Festival. The ‘plinther’ and artwork caught the attention of SKY who interviewed Sue and Nicola about the project and Poole itself on the SKYArts channel. Images of Sue and the sculpture have been published this week in Antony Gormley’s new book, One And Other.

www.nicolaanthony.co.uk
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